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Good morning, my name is Troye Cooper, Director of Operations, Milk Marketing for 

Maryland & Virginia Milk Producers Cooperative Association, Inc.  My business address is 

1985 Isaac Newton Square West, Reston, VA 20190.  My primary functions include the day-to-

day marketing of member milk from farm to plant.  I oversee the field services for all of our 

nearly 1400 members throughout our membership area with approximately 2/3 of those members 

being in Pennsylvania. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on behalf of the Pennsylvania Association 

of Dairy Cooperatives (PADC) and specifically, on behalf of approximately three thousand five 

hundred (3,500) producers in Pennsylvania who market their milk through PADC members and 

whose milk checks are impacted every month by the PMMB over-order premium price. 

The Pennsylvania Association of Dairy Cooperatives requests that the Board maintain the 

current over-order Premium of $1.60/cwt. for the October 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018 time 

frame. 

Northeast Milk Marketing Conditions 

With schools out for the summer, farm milk production is more than adequate to meet the 

milk demand in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic areas.  As students return to schools and colleges 

during the end of August and beginning of September, we fully expect to see the normal seasonal 

uptick in Class I Pennsylvania packaged milk sales (PADC Exhibit 2) as reported by PMMB 

staff.  In reviewing the Exhibit, you will note the difference between the highest daily packaged 

milk sales during January of 5,245,892 pounds of milk compared to the lowest daily packaged 

sales during July of 4,553,028 pounds is a difference of 692,864 pounds PER DAY.  This is a 
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swing of approximately 21.5 million pounds of milk in a thirty-one day month, when the PA 

Class I processors don’t request as much milk and they turn it back to cooperatives for balancing. 

Since the last over-order premium hearing, plant changes have continued within the 

Northeast marketplace.  Lanco’s plant located in Hancock, Maryland is receiving additional milk 

volumes to produce cheese.  Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) is currently expanding its 

Middlebury Center, PA plant to manufacture additional dairy products.  The expansion is on 

schedule to be completed before Thanksgiving.  Also, Albertson’s is planning to begin fluid 

processing at the old Rosenberger’s Dairy plant located in Hatfield, PA. 

In western New York State, DFA is expanding its Craigs Station Creamery plant to begin 

cheese manufacturing, in a joint venture with Arla Foods.  The expansion is planned to be 

completed prior to Christmas (PADC Exhibit 3). 

Also, in western New York State, Upstate Niagara Cooperative purchased a cheese plant 

in Campbell, NY, from Kraft Heinz.  After months of speculation if the plant would close, it has 

been announced that the plant will stay open (PADC Exhibit 4). 

All of these investments in the Northeast dairy industry will help increase dairy farmer 

income and support the local economies through additional jobs. 

Lower milk prices have made it more difficult for dairy farms to cash flow.  Although 

milk production has been abundant recently, every dollar is needed to pay bills.  
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Summary 

While the Northeast has had an excess milk supply, schools and colleges are going back 

in session and will require additional milk volumes compared to the summer months.  

We continue to see plant expansions in the Northeast that will draw upon the area milk 

supply.    

Our members have had to endure lower milk prices over the past months and every dollar 

is needed to pay bills. 

For these reasons, the Pennsylvania Association of Dairy Cooperatives requests the 

Board maintain the current Over-Order Premium of $1.60/cwt.  In particular we would point out 

that during the last over-order premium hearing, as we headed into the spring flush no parties 

opposed maintaining the status quo premium level and the Board agreed.  Consequently, it would 

not seem appropriate to do anything other than maintain the status quo as we head into the time 

of year when milk production tails off and seasonal demand is ramped up. 

On behalf of the approximately three thousand five hundred (3,500) Pennsylvania dairy 

farmers I represent, thank you for the opportunity to present this important information to the 

Milk Marketing Board. 
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